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Mr. Veryl Switzer, owner of the old Henry ‘Williams place, gave the National Park Service and
Washburn University permission to test and excavate possible dugout sites. Research through
land records lyy the NMicodemus Historical Society identfied these dugouts as belonging to the
Tim Johnson family. Mr. Johnson's daughter Emma Williams gave hirth to the first baby born in
Micodemus, Henry Willlams, in 1878, Many families from Nicodemus are direct descendents
of the Williams and Johnson families. ;

Rancher Bobby Atkisson, who runs catile on Mr. Switzer's land,
gracicuzly gave us permission 1o fence the area around the dug-
outz. Park Maintenance Worksr Robert Brogden stans the job
of erecting an electric fence. The dugout sites are only vaguely
indicated by slight depressions on this slope abowve the spring.

The tao Johnson dugouiz were located uphill from an excel-
lent spring. Mr. Harcld Switzer rememberaed the sprimg box
was constructed of planks, with a pipe coming out of the hill
and a pisce of tin owver the top. Mr. Rudolph Bates remem-
bersd carrying water from this spring over to other nearyy fami-
lies. Hamold Switzer said that he and cther children were wamed
o not go near the old dugouts because they wers in bad shape
when he was a youngster.

Thiz dugout location provided an ideal settement location since
water was essential. The large cottonwoods may have besn
rmuch amaller in the fall of 15877, but now they provide a truely
beautiful, shaded setting. Many people from Micodemus re-
rmemberad more water in the cresek when they were growing up
.. and, sven rememier swimming in a hole just o the north of

this site.

Because Veryl Switzer was unable to makes it out to the aits,
M=, Angela Bates, Director of the Nicodemus Historical Soci-
ety l=2ad the students from Washloum in a praver and then tumed
over the first showel of dirtl
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Archeological Testing
Johnson Family Dugouts

The 3-week field school was lead by Dr. Margaret Wood, professor of Anthropology at Wash-
burn University in Topeka. Ten students (8 from Washburm., 1 from __. one from __}and 2
volunieers participated in excavating test pits. The goals for the project were o datermine if the
sites were actually dugouts, to provide a real leaming experience for students. and to start
seeing how these dugout sites compare to previously excavated dugouts. Very little archeo-
logical testing has been conducted on dugouts created by African Americans — this work is,
therefore, ground-breaking in several ways!

How Does Archeology Work?7

Tnats Just whal many of Ine students wamted 0 know! This
was the Nrst Ume many of them had conducted field work

Margaret began by explaining the Dasic procegures. Cne of
the first s22ps 15 o eslabilsh what undsiurted soll lIcoks ke,
£0 you can el when you encounter soll Mat has bean Seturbed

by human construction,

in the area above the suspected dugous depression, on top of the
slope. severa ol pits were excavaled W determine how he natu-
ral soll layers or “profie” appearsd. The color of each soll layer—
from ine Drownish-gray sof at he switace created by decaying plant
matarial 1o the ceepar yallowisn-orown ciay subsol--Aas descrited

The entire area EnNcoMpassing

Because the goal of his Tield school
was Io contrm inat Ihese deprassions
were dugots, & compiete excavaiion of
each dugout was not aftempted. In-
slaad, the studenle dug tasl plis across
he two depressions. Each teslpllwas
@3k out 35 @ 1 meler by 1 meter grio
ard excavated by shavel and hen by
hand rowels a layer at a time. Each
ayer was 10 welers oeep. The
student would record any arifacts
found and Crawings were made o
Show ‘where Shey were founa In the pit
{oy geplh and relatve location wienin
helayer) Lots of paperaonk! Bul, very
necessary 50 fulure researchers can

the two iunpe:te-:l dugout depressions was carefully mapped by

Washbum students using precise survey Instruments. Two weeks before the Neld school began, MNatio
Parx Servioe archealogisss Steve Delione and Jay Strudevant nad used advanoed Instruments (grou
penerating racar and reslsivitysensors) o ecan ihe depressions from the swface. TNETr reac

convenced us thesa wemn gmr.imm In*-'esugm

._-.- = =




Testing the Upper Dugout

At first, we thought the upper dugout site was the house location because it was more defined as a depressic
Margaret taught her students how to lay out a series of the 1 meter x 1 mater test grids across the depressk
The laid the line of grids for the test pits out from the uphill (west) side. clear across to the downhill (south) sic
As each test pit was carefully excavated and the students reached the deeper levels of the dugout. they beg
to find pieces of glass canning jars. tin lids, and even a cluster of peach pits and jar fragments...possibly fre
where a jar of canned peaches had broken. Based on these artifacts and what was found in the dugout low
down the slope. it appears the upper dugout was used as a cellar. This arrangement fits what local resider
Bernice and Harry Bates told researchers about the homestead during an interview around 1886

Dr. Margaret Woad (right) expians lo Mike Corn, Man-
aging Edior of the Hays Daiy News how the process
Warks and whnat was found. In Ihe second pit down e
nil by the ladder), the original back wall of this celar
augoul It s shown Dy unaisturbed yellowish soll — the
brown soll above the yelow & where g0l drified ower
ina tap of the cellar dugout as Il sliowly colapeed. The
yaliow ol |o the rignl and in front of student in the closar
pils (ahich nawve besn excavasiad o (he orgiral foor)
ngicas ine nor and 2ast (fronlidownnil) walls. Alline
brown sol behind him is washad-in lopsol thal flied the
dugoul afler it was abandoned.

From (his view Trom e souln, you can see Nie norn cellar wall behing ne studant and e rontaownnii
wal to the rght.  The door was probably localed in he closest pitiboltom). However, there was not
suMcent tme 30 confirm I that breax I e wal was actuaily 3 gooraay.

Ivales Switmar, Ms. Angeia Bates, Dr. Wood, a
stuoent, and Mr. Harola Switzer,




Testing the Lower Dugout

] i i Joplef Dr aret Wood starts the careful excavation of, what tumed ous bo
Students working on the lower dugout site initially thought they had an unexciting e B i *":"EITHE h e i acat St S et bt it

site. Then, they uncovered a strip of crushed stone and could not tell whether it was was carefuly cut and |aid sione a5 she excavaled Cownward 5o the onginal
the remains of a surface foundation or the top of a stone wall. Because the top fioor level, Top Rignt The seres of three steps carved into the norih side. The

surface was so deteriorated. Dr. Wood had them excavate a series of test pits 1o each Songated nodes 1o the 2N side may be 13tar junnelis gug by rogen
side (north & south) of thepit containg the stone. Quickly. they found some very =
intriguing evidence that this was another dugout site. Steps has been carved into the
clay soil on the north side of the wall and they began to find domestic artifacis (see
next board) as theyreached the floor level. Margarst carsfully exposed what turned
out to be a well-built stone wall, with a ledge on the interior side and remnants of
plaster. Howewver, time ran out for the field school and we are unsure if the steps led
into an earlier earthen dugout. which was later improved with stone walls. Or, are the
earth steps contemporary with the stone wall but you had to tum to the left (east) and
enter along the downhill (east) wall? Perhaps complete excavation can prowvide the

Le®: The delenorated top of the stone wal
appears in e Tret 26t pit of M2 nouse
Jugout Beigw LeR: Students expose test
plts around all sides of the first pit and 9nd
ihat the sione wal (probabdy the nortn wal
of the dugout) was Tairy long. This view s
ooking west ar upnil and the steps are fo
ihe nght Aany dOMESHC arifacss were
Tound In this dugout-- SUch @& a Spoon, Dut-
fons. very smal fragments of ceramics and
glassware, ragments of what may have
peen 3 smail cream server. etc

Righl Looking from the west
{uphill slge), you can sae the
steps lo the north ang the
stone wall with an interior

. The end of the stane
wal at the closer end prob-
ably represanis 3 comes, al-
Mough here was not iime 1o
dig other test pis to ses |F
here was also a stone wall
on ine wes: (uphil) side of the
dugout. This structure may
nave been bullt only partiaily
Deiow ground, as Margaret
(rMght) is essantialy slanding
an whnat was e onginal fiocr
Pernaps Ihe lower ha® of this
nouse wase bulll into the
ground and the sione wall &l-
her extended above Ihe su-
face .. or pernaps it served as

3 fAanimndafias far 3 framad




And, Just What was
Found???

e T ;
Wices of the anifacts Tound were very emall. The archeology sludents used TocRar
rames” to carefully sift all the dirt that was removed from the excavated t2st pits.
Mey pushad e dirt through the mocker's mesh screen so nothingeas missed.
sometimes K was hard bo determine whether they were liooking &t a nusty nall ar

ust @ plecs of wood!

The Toot fram & “China dodl” was found In tThe house dug-oul. Domestc
rems e shall butions, speons, & smal plece of leather wih a snag,
safaty pins, nalls, ny fragments of glass and ceramic were Tound In the
iwer, house ougout. In the upper dugout, thers were primanly small
pleces of canning Jars, a Hr Bd, ralis, and barbed wirs fence pleces.
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The value that comes from the arifacts found at
this archeological site--these two 1377-78 dug-
outs--comes from what they can tell us about
some of the first settlers in the Nicodemus
area! There is an exciting mix of everyday, ordi-
nary items that people nesdead to live on the land
(nails, buttons from overalls) and pieces that rep-
resent more luxuary-type of tems (like the China
doll). Together, these items from the Tim Johnson
family dugouts shout to us from 128 vears ago:
“We not only survived, we prospered!”

Cr. \Scod with more visdiors io e gk Tery Frice (workng on First Baptst Church stabi-
Pzabon), Tedllls Wison, and Kafonsl Park Sendce amoloyes Gabrks Clax jon cetall friom
fram Srowen v, Soard of Educafon Matlonal Historkc She, Thoeka)




